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and foul, till one day, as he was riding through a wood, he 
thought he saw afar off some large animal upon the ground, 
and as he drew near he found that it was a man lying along 
upon the grass under the trees; but he looked more like a 
mountain than a man, he was so fat and jolly. When this big 
fellow saw the traveller, he arose and said, “If you want any¬ 
one to wait upon you, you will do well to take me into your 
service." “What should I do with such a fat fellow as you?” 
said the prince. “It would be nothing to you if I were three 
thousand times as fat,” said the man, “if only I behave myself 
well.” “That’s true,” answered the prince, “so come with me. 
I can put you to some use or another, I dare say.” Then the fat 
man rose up and followed the prince, and by and by they saw 
another man lying on the ground with his ear close to the turf. 
The prince said, “What are you doing there?” “I am listen¬ 
ing,” answered the man. “To what?” “To all that is going on 
in the world, for I can hear everything. I can even hear the 
grass grow.” “Tell me,” said the prince, “what you hear is 
going on at the court of the old queen who has the beautiful 
daughter.” “I hear,” said the listener, “the noise of the sword 
that is cutting off the head of one of her suitors.” “Well!” said 
the prince. “I see I shall be able to make use of you—come 
along with me!” They had not gone far before they saw a pair 
of feet, and then part of the legs of a man stretched out; but 
they were so long that they could not see the rest of the body 
till they had passed on a good deal farther, and at last they 
came to the lx)dy, and after going on a while farther, to the 
head. “Bless me!” said the prince. “What a long rope you 
are!” “Oh!” answered the tall man. “This is nothing. When I 
choose to stretch myself to my full length, I am three times as 
high as any mountain you have seen on your travels, I war¬ 
rant you. I will willingly do what I can to serve you if you 
will let me.” “Come along then,” said the prince. “I can turn 
you to account in some way.” 
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The prince and his train went on farther into the wood, and 
next saw a man lying by the roadside basking in the heat of 
the sun, yet shaking and shivering all over so that not a limb 
lay still. “What makes you shiver,” said the prince, “while 
the sun is shining so warm?” “Alas!” answered the man. “The 
warmer it is, the colder I am. The sun only seems to me like a 
sharp frost that thrills through all my bones; and so on the 
other hand, when others are what you call cold I begin to be | 
warm, so that I can neither bear the ice for its heat nor the fire 
for its cold.” “You are a strange fellow,” said the prince, “but 
if you have nothing else to do, come along with me.” The 
next thing they saw was a man standing, stretching his neck 
and looking around him from hill to hill. “What are you look¬ 
ing for so eagerly?” said the prince. “I have such sharp eyes,” 
said the man, “that I can see over woods and fields and hills 
and dales—in short, all over the world.” “Well,” said the 
prince, “come with me if you will, for I want one more to 
make up my train.” 

Then they all journeyed on, and met with no one else till 
they came to the city where the beautiful princess lived. The 
prince went straight to the old queen and said, “Here I am, 
ready to do any task you set me, if you will give me your 
daughter as a reward when I have done.” “I will set you three 
tasks,” said the queen; “and if you get through all, you shall 
be the husband of my daughter. First, you must bring me a 
ring which I dropped in the Red Sea.” The prince went home 
to his friends and said, “The first task is not an easy one. It is 
to fetch a ring out of the Red Sea, so lay your heads together 
and say what is to be done.” Then the sharp-sighted one said, 
“I will see where it lies,” and looked down into the Sea, and 
cried out, “There it lies upon a rock at the bottom.” “I would 
fetch it out,” said the tall man, “if I could but see it.” “Well!” 
cried out the fat one, “I will help you to do that,” and laid 
himself down and held his mouth to the water, and drank up 



